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of the fumes through the chamber, and is loaded into the kiln
again with the next charge. Although these objections are
not serious, they detract somewhat from the ideal nature of
the kiln ; this difficulty may be obviated by constructing flues
leading from the kiln under the slurry, so that the products
of combustion pass directly to the chimney without coming
into actual contact with the slurry. Where this method is
adopted, it is usual to do away with the arched chamber
altogether, and merely throw a light roof over the floor to
keep off the rain. This system also has its advantages and
disadvantages, for although such open drying floors are
much less trying for the workmen than the closed arches,
great care has to be exercised to prevent leakage of slurry
into the flues. If leakage takes place to any considerable
extent, it will not only entirely stop up the flue, and so pre-
vent the slurry drying along that particular flue, but will
sometimes run forward down into the kiln, and altogether
spoil the burning.
.- The actual loading of the kiln is accomplished in vari-
ous ways, almost every works having a system of its own,
the principal aim being to combine economy in labour with
excellence of results. In the chamber kilns, which have
just been described, it is usual to wheel the dried slurry in
barrows along a double 14-inch plank, thrown from the
chamber across to the opposite edge of the kiln, and tip it
into the required position: the burner stands below at the
coke-loading eye, directs where each load is to be tipped,
and throws the coke on at the proper spot. In some
works, instead of tipping the slurry direct from the bar-
rows, four baskets, each of about half a bushel capacity,
are placed on a flat barrow for ease of transport, and the
contents thrown as the burner directs. In this way, of
course, the slurry can be more widely distributed, but
the author has had charge of works where slurry was